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A Study on Korea’s Public Language Policy: Focusing on
Legislation and Systems

Kim, Myung—Hee

This paper is to try out a policy approach on Korea's public language writing project
and designed to present some problems and alternatives as the conclusion through an
analysis on the process for current legislation and systems related to public language
policy.

The analysis results were derived the following problems and alternatives. First, as the
current Basic Law of Language do not have separate sanction regulations, it is difficult to
expect the mandatory compliance besides voluntary compliance of the institution. So, if it
tries to induce compliance with certain obligations more needs to add the sanction
regulations. Second, as Language Chaekimgwan, concurrent position as a public officer,
can be lack of expertise and accountability due to frequent circulation and increasing
duties, it is necessary to change into a system that is exclusively charged. Third, with
‘the section of language policy’ of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism and ‘the
section of public language’ of National Institute of the Korean Language in the current
system it can be so difficult to create culture boom of ‘correct and concise writing'.
Therefore, the separate section of ‘public language policy' unlike 'language policy’ within
the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism needs to be newly established, and the
current section of public language be elevated to ‘department’ or ‘division’ hold more
executive authority. Fourth, a medium that can directly receive public language writing
support and service is insufficient under this systems. The current help under the
homepage on National Institute of the Korean Language or the National Language Culture
Center is not enough, so it should be open to go to government website just for the
public language writing support like the US government running website.

[Key Word: Public Language, Public Language Policy, Ministry of Culture « Sports *
Tourism, National Institute of the Korean Language, Plain Language]



