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Art Auction from the Perspective of Sacrifice Ritual:
Focusing on the Paintings of Park Soo Keun

Jung Ho Park
Daegu University

This article aims to reveal the social meanings and functions of art auction through
exploring the paintings of Park Soo Keun, and especially analyses the role that the art
auction plays in producing and preserving the collective mind represented as the naivety
and simplicity of common people’s lives. For this aim, first of all, we define the art
auction house not as a economic market but as a theater on which magical-religious rituals
are performed in order to analyze sociologically the magical persuasive power to determine
a winning bid, the unique atmosphere of the theater and the fused emotions of the auction
audiences. Secondly, we explore the conflicts among various interpretations on the
legitimacy of the winning bids of Park Soo Keun’s paintings. Thirdly, we reformulate art
auction as the ritual of ‘sacrifice’ explored by Marcel Mauss, and examine how the value
of goodness and simplicity constitutes into the frame of collective representation and then
diffuses stably into the general public’s minds. Our reformulation of art auction as sacrifice
ritual is finally expected to point out an unexpected positive function that art auction
implicitly plays by representing monetarily the paintings of Park Soo Keun and his
characteristics.

Key words: Park Soo Keun, art auction, sacrifice ritual, Marcel Mauss, collective
representation
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