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A Study on the effectiveness of the Childbirth Promotion Policy:
A Case of Uiryeong—Gun, Gyeongsangnam—do

Lee, Mi—Ok-Sung—Jun Myung

This study takes a quantitative analysis on the effectiveness of childbirth promotion
policies provided by both central and local governments, with a case of Uiryeong—Gun,
Gyeongsangnam—do. Despite a longstanding effort to boost birth rate, stagnant is the
birthrate in Korea and a serious doubt is placed on its effectiveness. This study
categorizes the policies into four: pregnancy—childbirth, medicaid to newborns, assistance
to child care cost, and work—life compatibility programs. Among those four, work—life
compatibility programs and assistance to child care cost appeals most to the program
recepients, reflecting on the high child care cost in Korea and the incread social
participation of females. Programs by local governments are more receptive than by
central governments because of the traits of local government programs which provide
more flexibility in its uses. Regression analysis on the policy effectiveness shows that
assistance to child care cost by local governments be the only variables with statistical
significance. The other types of programs, while showing a high degree of satisfaction,
turn out to be insignificant in leading to decisions to have children. Programs to improve
child care environment seems to be ineffective in turning childbirth around.

[key words: Childbirth Promotion Policy, Low Birth Rate, Childbirth Decisions]



