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ABSTRACT

A Public Call for a Hero and a Historical
Imagination: The Movie Myeong-ryang

Han, Young Hyeon
professor / Semyung University

This article aims at figuring out and signifying cause of the success of the
movie Myeong-ryang released in 2014 in the perspective of ‘public’s subjective
determination and writing history’ not ‘leadership’. Though the movie
Myeong-ryang shows leadership of Admiral Yi Sun-sin but this essential
requirement beyond the time cannot be new one to reveal sufficiently the cause
of the success of Myeong-ryang. More importantly, the process that ‘people’
represented in the film, escaping from abandonment and fear, have been in the
place of historical agents, are well described in the film. Yi Sun-sin is a helper
for growth of people as historical agents. The fact that the movie
Myeong-ryang rewrites a history focusing on people not on Yi Sun-sin and
creates a utopian time and space is related to this. As he is described not as a
simply deific ideological hero but one of people, who has faced and challenged
against agonies and difficulties, it becomes possible. In 2014, the contemporary
public was identified with people who came into the center of the Battle of
Myeong-ryang, and they could have a vicarious experience to become historical

agents, escaping from abandonment and fear of the reality.

Key words

Myeong-rvang, leadership, historical agents, utopian time and space, public s
subjective determination, writing history, a history focusing on Yi Sun-sin, a history
focusing on people.



