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Dynamics of the UN Human Rights Mechanism and Implications of the
UNGA Resolution on the Situation of Human Rights in the DPRK

The UN resolution on the human rights situation in North Korea recently adopted
by the General Assembly shows meaningful changes in the way that the international
community deals with the North Korea’s human rights situation, particularly from con-
ceptual, diplomatic to legal, practical approaches. However, given the political and
diplomatic climate surrounding this issue, the utility of the UN human rights mecha-
nism as a coercive means may not be as much effective as many observers expect.
Since North Korea encounters cognitive and social pressures to conform to the inter-
national demands, we need to explore the possibility of North Korea's behavioral

change in terms of acculturation leading to conformity in the long-run.

Key Words : North Korean Human Rights, UN Resolution, Responsibility to Protect, norm
internalization
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