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I took in a deep, deep breath and it felt like I was sleeping with my
own blanket wrapped around my head. I took in a couple more deep
breaths and I could hear Momma starting to read another story to me.

. I knew I was going to have a great sleep ‘cause even though a
monster had gone and snucked hisself into the story, I didn’t care,
nothing could hurt me now. (183)

A= HEA WAstd B 2Hrt Do do] YA HEH Y
Yuot YR Ao LJE} Ty dokgo] A 7P‘*°ﬂ i 2= AeA
FEol Abd A o]l AAYEHA & HAFE o] 9lo] AHg] e WShE ATk
O AP EA AR AotEolAl &30l t7teEH e ofoleE WotrE 7MY
Topstetal ettt ofole AN BEALE BE sl 7w



obE-E o] Ueh 715, 123 914 129
LA, dogl H@eta, Ego] Hei s, g
1

aof g, o} 0}01501 S A g2 2

A& Axshe 9= 'JE}. @?‘ioﬂ Efﬁ% —Er 7}52i91 S2he B
o AEAR] 715 ofdlE 27| 2] HlojuhA] =

R
>
o,
N
o
l—o

7he of#totol °HE1 A~ E(Andy
West) 9] 412 A ARt} ofojof|A| o] Rio 3
AR Adee dert 5 ol obolof Al H2l4 fHre &t
ofol& ofk & 7tk ko] HatA| %?F— ié = =714 3t golHd
7HS HE7] flsf o2 ofn] ofsfE TS

i o
o
rr o
1
o
mlo
o

oot ohmhi A2 Zebie W) UE o 8A shof 84 & 47 Gtk ke %
71 2ol 74 Ak e, ofakiz A1 2ol A A e, s
A el e A Aol A A3 Atk ok, W 4% E7] A7 U

oJA.

When my parents split up they didn't know what to do with me. My
mum wanted me to go and live with her. My mum wanted me to go
and live with her. My dad wanted me to go and live with him. I didn’t
want to go and live at my mum's new place or my dad’s new place. I
wanted to stay living in our old place, Mulberry Cottage, the three of
us together. four counting my pet Sylvanian family spotted rabbit
Radish. (7)
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“A white cottage with a grey slate roof and a black chimney and a
bright butter—yellow front door. There were yellow roses and honey—
suckle growing up a lattice round the door and the leaded windows,
and lots of other flowers growing in the big garden. In the middle of
the garden was an old twisted tree with big branches bent almost to
the ground. Mum and Dad were so taken by the cottage.. I toddled
through the gate and made for the tree because it was studded all over
with soft dark fruit. I picked a berry and popped it in my mouth. It
tasted sweet and sharp and sensational. My very first mulberry. (26)
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Now youre sounding like some corny old film. Why can't you act

You're the best ever mum. Please don't cry again.” (7)

What kind of a useless stupid mum am I?" she said. . . .
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I blinked my witch eyes and inflicted further ultra—serious harm upon
them. My fist became iron. it smashed into Yvonne' s stomach so hard
her intestines spurted out and dangled in the air like a string of
sausages.” (79)
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I .. thought about my old home which unfortunately led to thinking
about Davina the Diabolical, who sucked my father' s soul out through
his you know what and then got herself knocked up with the devil s
spawn which, when it pops out, Leah and I are going to call Damian
even if it's a girl. (10—11)
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So now I'm here with him, and with Piper and Isaac (193) and
Jonathan and the cows and the horses and the sheep and the dogs, and
the garden, and all the hard work of running farm and staying alive in
a country deformed and misshapen by war. . .

After all this time, I know exactly where I belong.

Here. With Edmond.

And that's how I live now. (194)
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The Family in Children’s Literature and Its Disintegration

Abstract Yoo-Kyeong Won (Semyung U)

The education of children is one of the most important parts in children’s
literature. Children’s literature, whose implied readers are both children and
parents, is a good means to teach how they should behave and interact.
Therefore, literary conventions of children’s literature tend to be conservative
with happy endings or fairy tale elements.

Most of the children’s literature of the 18th century were read as a conduct
book which teaches children good manners and proper behavior, and at the
same time served as a guidebook which tells parents how to discipline chil-
dren. It emphasized the need of discipline to ascertain the hierarchy and order
of the family, and cherished the close relationship between parents and chil-
dren. In the 19th century, the ideal of family becomes more internalized. In
the early 20th century, the ideology of family still remained, even though the
world wars and economic depressions caused the cracks and collapses of the
family. In the later 20th century, the disintegration of the traditional family
was accelerated. The ideal of family based on the close relationship between
parents and children, has had problems from the start. The attachment and
over-closeness became stressful and sometimes could be poisonous.

Recent children’s literature shows the process of disintegration of the tradi-
tional nuclear family, children suffering in the fractured family, children’s
mental trauma, and nostalgia for the lost family. However, modern children’s
literature manages to find the lost or ideal surrogate family, and often shows
fairy-tale elements such as mystical and heroic child protagonists or helpers
who might solve all the difficult problems at once, despite the collapse of the
family in reality.

Key Words: children’s literature, the eighteenth century, discipline, nuclear
family, disintegration, nostalgia



