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Is blood thicker than water?: Relationship
between parenting attitude and psychosocial
adjustment among adolescents in out-of-home

care by the type of caregiver groups

Kim, Jeong-Hwa*
Chung, Ick-Joong™

The aim of this study was to examine the mediating effect of self-esteem and
stigma on the relationship between the caregiver’s parenting attitudes and psychosocial
adjustment(aggression and depression/anxiety) among adolescents in out-of-home care.
In addition, we assessed differences in these pathways between the kinship and
nonkinship caregiver groups by multi-group analysis. For these purposes, this study
recruited 430 adolescents living in residential care facilities, group homes and foster
homes by using cluster sampling method. Based on structural equational modeling, the
results showed that the relationship between caregiver’s parenting attitude and
adolescents’ psychosocial adjustment was significantly mediated by self-esteem, but
stigma did not show significant mediating effects. Second, multi-group analysis
revealed that there were group differences in the path coefficients of the structure
model. In the kinship caregiver’s group, stigma showed a significant mediating effect
on the relationship between caregiver’s parenting and adolescents’ aggression. The
effects of parenting attitudes of nonkinship caregivers on self-esteem and stigma were
significantly greater than those of kinship caregivers, thus at least in the context of
out-of-home care it meant that blood is not thicker than water. Based on these
results, this study discussed further suggestions to decrease aggression and
depression/anxiety of adolescents in out-of-home care, considering the type of

caregiver groups.
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