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In an effort to expand working opportunities for women and encourage childbirth, the government of Korea introduced the
free infant care policy in 2013. This policy, however, was controversial with regard to issues, such as budget shortages and dis-
satisfaction based on socioeconomic status. In addition, the lack of evidence-based data regarding adequate age criteria for the
entry of children into childcare facilities was noted as a challenge. As child development professionals who are concerned with
mental health issues, we investigated the influence and challenges of the free infant care policy with regard to infant mental
health. In this review, we examined the policies enacted by developed countries, such as the United Kingdom (UK), and com-
pared them with those in Korea. The childcare systems in Korea and the UK differ historically and socially, but show some simi-

Date received : November 3, 2014 / Date of revision : January 19, 2015 / Date accepted : January 26, 2015
Address for correspondence : Geon Ho Bahn, M.D., Department of Psychiatry, Kyung Hee University School of Medicine, 23 Kyungheedae-ro, Dongdae-

mun-gu, Seoul 130-872, Korea

Tel : +82.2-958-8542, Fax : +82.2-957-1997, E-mail : mompeian@khu.ac.kr

Address for correspondence : Soyoung Irene Lee, M.D., Department of Psychiatry, Bucheon Hospital, Soonchunhyang University College of Medicine, 170
Jomaru-ro, Wonmi-gu, Bucheon 420-767, Korea

Tel : +82.32-621-5017, Fax : +82.32-621-6950, E-mail : irenelee@schmc.ac.kr

2 d7e EIFFACES] Ash HAATAL| 2013 A ATHIE XIALQLS.

Lo oL

— 12 —



A MBS
—_ 71—

rio

4xHE - 014 =

3| -

oot

larities, such as maternal responsibility for parenting and household issues. Like Korea, the need for UK childcare facilities in-

creased in the 1990’s in response to market recovery and associated increase in female employment. Among the new policies in

the UK, the Sure Start program has begun to provide integrated services for infants, particularly to those 0-4 years of age, who

are vulnerable to social exclusion. Similar to the Dream Start program in Korea, it has been successful in providing family-relat-

ed services, resulting in improvements in problematic behaviors of children, enhanced parenting skills, and decreased rates of se-

verely injured children.

KEY WORDS : United Kingdom - Korea - Child Care - Mental Health - Poverty - Policy.
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Table 1. Results of childcare and early years providers survey 2011 in the United Kingdom
Types Staff vs. children ratio Characteristics Number (%)
Full-day care 1:3 (<2 years old) Children under 8 years old 17,600 (16.3)
1:4(2years old) For preschool children and children
1:8(3-7 years old) with working parents
(maximum : children 26 persons) Providing child care service for more than
4 hours/day
Sessionall 1:3 (<2 years old) Children under 8 years old 7,900 (7.3)
1:4 (2years old) Providing child care service under
1:8(3-7 years old) 4 hours/day and under 5 times/week
(maximum : 26 children)
After school clubs 1:8 Children under 3 or older years old 10,000 (9.3)
Providing various activities and child
care services during after-school
Holiday clubs 1:8 Children under 3 or older years old 7,900 (7.3)
Providing schools and local shelters
during holidays
Childminders 1:6(1:12,if support staff) Part-time or full-time child care service at home 48,800 (45.2)

Less under 5 years old than
4 children in é children

Preschool and school-age children
Annual operating

Childcare total

92,200 (85.4)

Nursery schools 1:10 (combined administration) Children older than or equal to 2 years of age 400 (0.4)
3: 13 (hon-combined administration) and under 5 years old
Providing almost half-day education services
Government funding
Primary schools with 1:10 (combined administration) Providing nursery & reception classes 6,700 (6.2)
nursery and reception  3: 13 (not combined administration)  Annual operating
classes
Primary schools with 1:10 (combined administration) Providing all 4 & 5 years old children 8,600 (7.8)
reception but no 3: 13 (not combined administration)  Annual operating
nursery classes
Early years total 15,700 (14.6)
Total provision 107,900 (100)

Adapted from Deacon,'® Department for Education, ¢ and Clarke?’
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