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<Abstract>

Postmodern Historical Plays by Tae-Seok Oh

The Present Orientation of History and Alternative History Writing

Kim, Sung-hee

This study focuses on postmodern historical plays by Tae-Seok Oh who disassembles,
plays with, reorganizes, and recreates history using carefree historical imaginations,
thereby examining his historical interpretation, semantic structures, and aesthetic
methodologies.

<Tae(The Womb)>(1974) restores the oppression and suffering of women who were
subordinate subjects excluded by official history, and particularly, of female slaves
positioned in the lowest place in power relations by using historical imaginations.

In <Sansuyu(Japanese Cornelian Cherry)>(1980), <The Bicycle>(1983), and <Unsang-
gak (Pavilion on the Clouds)>(1990), which deal with the memories of war, reality and
unreality, rationality and irrationality, the past and the present, and representation and
reconsideration are mixed and co-exist.

In “the place of memories” that he embodies on the stage, the living and the dead
communicate with each other, the victim is reconciled with the perpetrator and vents
his/her spite, characters cross the boundary between this world and the world of the
dead through exorcisms or dreams, the past and the present are created into montages,
and the mutually infiltrating present orientation of history occurs.

Among his historical plays that have dealt with Korea's modern and contemporary
history, <Doraji(Ballon flower)>(1994) contains narratives of Ok-Gyun Kim, and
particularly, shows alternative history writing by reinterpreting Jong-Woo Hong in a

new manner. <The Lost River>(2002) exhibits the fracture of narratives and historical



70 = ZRpEFATE A45E

consciousness by presenting nationalist narratives consistently, and then ending with an
anti-nationalist discourse.

<Millenary Prisoners>(1998) reflects on the distorted flow of the contemporary
history via three terrorists, and actively utilizes playful characteristics such as dreams,
black comedies, fantasies, and poppet shows. <Pull Ahp-san! Push Oh-gum!>(2003) is
based on the records and testimonies of the Jeju April 3 Incident, and dynamically
reenacts the fight for a recollection discourse using novel imaginations, fantasies, and the
play spirit. “Didimbulmi Play” at the end shows a performance which “heals” scars left
by the past using festivity and motherhood, and the public's healthy vitality.

key words: Pstmodern Historical Play, Oh, Tae Seok, <Tae(The Womb)>, <Sansuyu
(Japanese Cornelian Cherry)>, <The Bicycle>, <Unsanggak (Pavilion on the
Clouds)>, <Doraji (Ballon flower)>, <The Lost River>, <Millenary Prisoners>,
<Pull Ahp-san! Push Oh-gum!>, Subaltern, Memories, Alternative History
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