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And what you ought to do is on the whole so pleasant, so
many of the natural impulses are allowed free play, that there
really aren’t any temptations to resist. And if ever, by some
unlucky chance, anything unpleasant should somehow happen, why,
there’'s always soma to give you a holiday from the facts. And
there’s always soma to calm your anger, to reconcile you to your
enemies, to make you patient and long-suffering. In the past you
could only accomplish these things by making a great effort and
after years of hard moral training. Now, you swallow two or three
half-gramme tablets, and there you are. Anybody can be virtuous
now. You can carry at least half your morality about in a bottle.
Christianity without tears - that’s what soma is.” (237-38)
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As made clear in his 1929 essay entitled "New Mexico,” the
diverse tribes of the Southwest were remarkable for Lawrence
insofar as they preserved their "tribal integrity” amidst the rush of
modernization. Threatening to overwhelm this tribal integrity was
the already extensive commercialization of the region, epitomized
for Lawrence by the figure of "the Indian who sells you baskets
on Albuquerque station or who slinks around Taos plaza”—two
popular venues for sightseeing and buying souvenirs. (Snyder 663)

HlE Fggrh 1920 el Aezyol, 2= Aid, w8A AHe
gk Hol Q7= SRR AR 1= 19329 TR Al R
F WA= FAAEZE BT AL gtk 2= Ad BE A A
gk QT 3ol digh A4S EWE vk oy, Al QI
& AdsAY 2 Estell o AX S dA= Zodith 21dHd e B
T3t g&ge 192610 A 1930 2dlx7 =& w7 M= RS
AR, 2~ AbgEar dEEe 7t ARMES Fuwd HA
=2 ol Tgalx~ N7HH, (Letters of D. H. Lawrence)s 193219 =
ek webd 2 A A AN FEee AALHA A
YA Esfoll i =alxe] A A4S FapA HaL, AH
o7 FHAIR A ol tiek 29 AF HAk Slo} ojw g W4
S2E 229 oTko] Ut H A THSnyder 689). Z#9] gk o] Lo
T fEEe @ QEHFA Wela kel M AAA, o JES
Aal FEA =] et HAg A F2ANE ¢ v ok

e X AAAy o de FEe] A # 28 2
ol o] gileh sk 1‘?”—*1/\]'701] e g Fo 5ME For
gh ok st Uizb del 7heAl 2g7] wiEelh v o1 3ol
#E 2E TR Avayd e HuAE fla, aga ¢ o
+ 3o sl syl fs) Wik 2 5 s HAE o sl

I had no trouble finding my way around the English part of
Brave New World but 1 had to do an enormous amount of
reading up on New Mexico, because I'd never been there. I read
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all sorts of Smithsonian Reports on the place and then did the
best I could to imagine it. (Interview 198)

Mz A A oA e] FHAlse] okl BE9S #A 18a
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ol SRR o] W (130)+ 159 d84 BWed IYE X
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They took their seats in the plane and set off. Ten minutes
later they were crossing the frontier that separated civilization
from savagery. Uphill and down, across the deserts of salt or
sand, through forests, into the violet depth of canyons, over crag
and peak and table-topped mesa, the fence marched on and on,
irresistibly the straight line, the geometrical symbol of triumphant



human purpose. And at its foot, here and there, a mosaic of white

bones, a still unrotted carcase dark on the tawny ground marked

the place where deer or steer, puma or porcupine or coyote, or the

greedy turkey buzzards drawn down by the whiff of carrion and

fulminated as though by a poetic justice, had come too close to

the destroying wires. (105)
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about sixty thousand Indians and half-breeds

absolute savages . . . our inspectors occasionally visit
otherwise, no communication whatever with the civilized world

still preserve their repulsive habits and customs ... marriage,
if you know what that is, my dear young lady; families ... no
conditioning . .. monstrous superstitions . .. Christianity and
totemism and ancestor worship . . . extinct languages, such as
Zuni and Spanish and Athapascan . . . pumas, porcupines and
other ferocious animals . .. infectious diseases ... priest s

venomous lizards ... (103)
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7) Mitchel Keller. “The Scandal at the Zoo,” New York Times. August 6, 2006.
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BAES] FEAYE A Hk(Snyder 664).
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Like locusts they came, hung poised, descended all around him
on the heather. . . . In a few minutes there were dozens of them,
standing in a wide circle round the lighthouse, staring, laughing,
clicking their cameras, throwing (as to an ape) peanuts, packets of
sex-hormone chewing-gum, pan-glandular petite beurres. . . . As
in a nightmare, the dozens became scores, the scores hundreds.
The Savage had retreated towards cover, and now, in the posture
of an animal at bay, stood with his back to the wall of the
lighthouse, staring from face to face in speechless horror, like a
man out of his senses. (255)
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Shakespeare becomes and remains for Huxley the incarnation
of the ideal, complete artist who sees the multiplicity of life. The
poet-dramatist stands for the artist who strives to record that
multiplicity with scrupulous fairness in all its aspects out of a
desire for inclusiveness, a quality Huxley fondly equates with
wholeness or integrity. (132)
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While Huxley explicitly rejects the idea of returning to
primitive origins, he allows that it may be possible "to introduce a
salutary element of primitivism into our civilized and industrialized
way of life”; specifically, to emulate the "wholeness” of primitive
societies, while retaining "the material and intellectual advantages
resulting from specialization.” (Snyder 684)
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<Abstract>

A Point-counterpoint Investigation of the Meaning of
Civilization in Huxley's Brave New World

Choo, Jae-Uk
(ChungAng University)

This paper aims to explore the meaning of ’civilization’ often
addressed in the Brave New World. 1t is not until one understands
the writer’s point-counterpoint narrative that the re/discovery of the
civilization in the new world is fully made through a step-by-step
approach to the text. Accordingly, the past and present historical
meaning of the New Mexican Reservation should be first reviewed to
know why Huxley foregrounds the reservation along with the brave
new world in the text. Secondly, two episodes will be compared; the
past historical episode that Gorillas were exhibited in London in 1861
and the present fictional one that John the Savage from New Mexico
Reservation is experimented with as an ape in the zoo. Creating the
point—-counterpoint narrative quoting or using many of the historical
or fictional characters in the novel, Huxley has implicitly led us to
rediscover what the real civilization should be like in the future
unlike that depicted in the dystopian novel. Huxley seems to suggest
the attitudes that T. H. Huxley and Matthew Arnold should have had
in their argument as to which one is superior to the other, science or
culture/literature; T. H. Huxley should have more valued the culture
and literature, and Matthew Arnold the science. In brief, Aldous
Huxley argues those two should be integrated into the social and
cultural society. Finally Huxley seems to say that it is only when
both humanity and science are reciprocally respected that human
society would prosper without losing the value of humanity even in



the scientific world.

Key words: Civilization, Brave New World, Aldous Huxley, New Mexico,
Savage Reservation, Science, Humanity
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