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ABSTRACT

A study on the developmental process of teachers who experienced
in inclusive education for disabled preschoolers as agents

Hwang, Jeong—Hee
Chung, Kai-Sook

The purpose of this study was to construct a theoretical model explaining the
developmental process of agency in preschool teachers who are experienced in
inclusive education for disabled preschoolers according to the grounded theory
approach. The study participants were 16 teachers who had one or more years of
experience in inclusive education for disabled preschoolers. All had been recommended
for participation in the research by peer nomination. The teachers selected were those
who were considered more active than their colleagues. The data analysis revealed
155 concepts, 36 subcategories, and 15 categories. The causal condition in the
teachers’ developmental process was ‘becoming a homeroom teacher of an inclusive
class.” The contextual conditions were ‘the degree of preparation for inclusive
education’ and ‘class work was tough enough. The phenomenon was ‘a sense of
responsibility for all children in the classroom as the homeroom teacher and the
intervening conditions were ‘positive personal characteristics and experience’ and
‘positive characteristics of support systems.” The teachers’ action/interaction strategies
were doing things one’s own way, asking for support, doing reflective introspection,
trying to improve the inclusive education competence, and displaying flexibility. The
outcomes were ‘humanity maturity’, ‘improvement in general job competence’, and
‘improvement in inclusive education competence. The teachers developed in five
stages: the overly enthusiastic stage, foundation building stage, perspective shifting
stage, competence improvement stage, and stable acting out stage. The core category

was 'embracement’ and their implications are discussed.
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