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Abstract

Features of the Community in the South Korean
Movie Welcome to DongMakGol
-Enacting Jean-Luc Nancy’ s “Inoperative
Community” -

Kim, Sang—-Cheol

Ph. D. Course / Chonnam University
Kim, Jina

Professor / Chonnam University

Many human communities throughout history have emphasized social and
cultural homogeneity to achieve common goals and preserve solidarity.
However, this approach has also revealed limits, such as exclusivity and
obstructiveness to outsiders. Rethinking the notion of community, Jean-Luc
Nancy formulated the concept of “the inoperative community” to overcome
these limits and present a new principle that does not assume homogeneity or
unity. The inoperative community is the community that regards just “being
together” itself as the primary value, so that relationships can exist even by
virtue of doing nothing; these new or newly recognized relationships can then
create changes in human existence.

This paper examines characteristics of the community depicted in the South
Korean film Welcome to DongMakGol(Directed by Park Kwang-hyun and
produced by Jang Jin'Lee Eun-haJi Sang-yong, 2005) from the perspective of
Nancy’s inoperative community. First, it discusses the nature of totalitarian
communities and the way the inoperative community deconstructs such
traditional notions of communities. Then, it analyzes the community presented
in DongMakGol as an inoperative community by analyzing characters and
events in the movie. DongMakGol is a place in which a variety of racial,

linguistic, ideological, and national identities collide, intersect, and conflict with
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one another. Since the DongMakGol community does not assume the possibility
of a “pure” identity, it doesn’t require people to assimilate into any
homogeneous social body and instead transforms itself when newcomers arrive,
fostering a “being-together” with them. In particular, the treatment of minorities
and “death” in this movie makes cracks in the solidity of immanence, so that
these tropes perform a huge role in formulating a “being-together” community.
Even though it is unrealistic to build an inoperative community like
DongMakGol in real life, it is still meaningful to consider the model of the

community we should pursue that it represents.

Key words
Inoperative  Community, Community, Jean-Luc Nancy, Welcome fo DongMakGol,
being-together, homogeneity, death, obstructiveness
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