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<Abstract>

Group Language Therapy for Development of
Pragmatic Skills of Children with ASD
- DvT Theatrical Model Approach -

Bae, Hee Sook - Lee, Sun Hyung

This study concerns theatrical group language therapy based on DvI model for
children with ASD. We describe and discuss the working process and results. The
purpose of the study is to develop pragmatic skills of participants, especially social
interaction, turn-taking, and symbolic play. The program contains 10 sessions. For the
first two session, the program focuses on sensory-motor activities such as gestures,
vocalization, auditory sensation, and touch. For the following sessions, the program
focuses on the role-play and synthetical activities using yellow chair, sound effects, and
lighting effects. In the beginning of a session, the activities were gestures, vocalization,
and auditory sensation. In main activities of the session, the participants played
theatrical activities. At the beginning of this work, participating in activities was difficult
for the ASD children, because of their behaviors such as crying and going away from
the activity room. However, their negative behaviors were gradually attenuated, they are
desensitized of sound and obscurity, and finally the participants could do their role-play.
Although this program adopted the DvT model, we just reached to somewhere between
the sensory-motor stage and pre-operational stage, not a mature stage because it was a
short program of 10 weeks. Nevertheless, the fact that they could do their role-play

shows a kind of symbolization on the fictive and symbolic space.
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Key words: Dramatherapy, DvT Theatrical Model, Group Language Therapy, Pragmatics,
Symbolic Play
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